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Martin T. Buinicki

301 Andover Dr. (  Valparaiso, IN  46383
(219) 531-2222; (219) 464-5320 (Office) (  E-mail: martin.buinicki@valpo.edu
https://outsidereading.wordpress.com
Professional Positions


Professor of English, Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN; 8/04-Present.


Walter G. Friedrich Professor of American Literature; 8/11-8/20.



Director, MALS Program, Valparaiso University, 8/12-5/14.
Visiting Assistant Professor of English, Grinnell College, Grinnell, IA; 8/03-7/04.


Visiting Assistant Professor of English, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA; 6/03-7/03.

Education


Ph.D. in English, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA; 2003.

  Concentrations: 
Nineteenth-Century American Literature

History of the Book and Authorship

Cultural Studies and Critical Theory


M.A. in English, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, CO; 1997.


B.A. in English/Music Theatre (Double Major), University of Northern Colorado,

  Greeley, CO; 1995.

Books
Negotiating Copyright: Authorship and the Discourse of Literary Property Rights in

 Nineteenth-Century America. New York: Routledge, 2006. Rpt. 2015.

Walt Whitman’s Reconstruction: Poetry and Publishing Between Memory and History.


Iowa City, University of Iowa Press, 2011.

Manuscript in Progress

Charitable Readings: Representations of Philanthropy in Early American Literature.

Playing with American History: Alternative Historical Narratives in Popular Video Games.
Articles/essays
“Lincoln’s Rocking-Chair and the Unstable Signs of History.” Visions of Glory: The 


Civil War in Word and Image. Ed. Benjamin Fagan and Kathleen Diffley. Athens, GA:


University of Georgia Press, 2019. 207-216.
“Walt Whitman and Humility.” North American Review. Every Atom No. 122. 29 


September 2019. Web.
“What Walt Whitman Tells Us about Ourselves.” New York Daily News. 31 May 2019.

Web.
“Reconstruction.” Walt Whitman in Context. Ed. Edward Whitley and Joanna Levin. New

York: Cambridge UP, 2018. 278-286.
“Nostalgia and the Dystopia of History in 2K’s Bioshock Infinite,” The Journal of 


Popular Culture, 49.4 (2016), 722-37.

“Walt Whitman.” A History of American Civil War Literature, Ed. Coleman 


Hutchinson. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2016. 181-94.
“The Last Campaign of John Brown’s Body: West Point and America’s Forgotten Civil


War Epic,” Co-authored with David M. Owens. War, Literature, and the Arts. 27


(2015). Web.
“The ‘need of means additional’: Walt Whitman’s Civil War Fundraising,” Walt


Whitman Quarterly Review. 31.4 (2014), 135-57.
“Pink and White Tyranny and Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Ambivalent Views on Authorship”

Beyond Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Ed. Sylvia Meyer and Monica Mueller. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2011.  35-52. 
 “Imagining Sites of Memory in the Post-Civil War South: The National Cemetery in
Woolson’s ‘Rodman the Keeper.’” Witness to Reconstruction: Constance Fenimore

Woolson and the Postbellum South, 1873-1894. Ed. Kathleen Diffley. Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi, 2011. 162-76.
“De-anthologizing Ambrose Bierce: A New Look at ‘What I Saw of Shiloh.’” Co-authored


with David M. Owens. War, Literature and the Arts. 23.1 (2011). Web.  
“Editha,” “The Red Badge of Courage,” and “War Writing.” Entries for Realism and

Regionalism, 1865-1914.  Ed. Gary Scharnhorst and Tom Quirk. Research Guide to

American Literature. Vol. 4.  New York: Facts on File, Inc., 2010.
“‘Average-Representing Grant’: Whitman’s General.” Walt Whitman Quarterly Review.


26.2 (2008). 69-91.
“John W. De Forest’s Miss Ravenel’s Conversion and the Limits of Sentimental 


Citizenship,” American Literary Realism. 39.1 (2006). 48-63.
“Copyright.” American History Through Literature, 1870-1920. Ed. Thomas Quirk and
Gary Scharnhorst.  Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2006. 283-287.
“Periodicals.” American History Through Literature, 1820-1870. Ed. Janet Gabler-Hover

and Robert D. Sattelmeyer. Detroit: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 2006. 851-858. 

“Mark Twain and the Promise and Problems of Magazines.”  A Companion to Mark Twain. 

Ed. Peter Messent and Louis Budd. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005. 243-258.
 “Staking a Claim: Samuel L. Clemens’ Pragmatic Views on Copyright Law.” American


Literary Realism.  37.1 (2004). 59-82.
“Walt Whitman and the Question of Copyright.” American Literary History. 15.2 (2003): 


248-75.

“‘Boz’s Opinions of Us’: Whitman, Dickens, and the Forged Letter.”  Walt Whitman 


Quarterly Review.  21.1 (2003): 35-38.
“Buffy the Vampire Disciplinarian: Institutional Excess and the New Economy of Power.” 

Co-authored with Anthony Enns.  Popular Culture Review. 13.2 (2002): 77-87. 

Reviews
Review of The Difficult Art of Giving: Patronage, Philanthropy, and the American

Literary Market and Captains of Charity: The Writing and Wages of Postrevolutionary


Atlantic Benevolence. for American Literature. 91.3 (2019): 653-55.

Review of The Life and Adventures of Jack Engle. Walt Whitman. Iowa City, IA:


University of Iowa Press, 2017. for Resources for American Literary Study. 40 (2018):

323-27.
Review of Whitman’s Drift: Imagining Literary Circulation. Matt Cohen. Iowa City, IA:

University of Iowa Press, 2017. for American Literary History Online Review Series

 
XVII. 2018. Web.
Review of The Literature of Reconstruction: Not in Plain Black and White.

Brook Thomas. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins UP, 2017. For African American
Review. 51.3 (2018): 240-42.
Content Advisor. “Walt Whitman” in Nineteenth-Century Literature Criticism and 

Poetry Criticism. Columbia, SC: Layman-Poupard Publishing, 2018.
Review of The Selected Journalism of Walt Whitman, Ed. Douglas A. Noverr and Jason


Stacy. Iowa City, IA: University of Iowa Press, 2014, for Walt Whitman Quarterly 


Review. 34 (2016). 210-213.
Review of A Companion to Walt Whitman, Ed. Donald D. Kummings. Malden, MA:


Blackwell, 2006. for Walt Whitman Quarterly Review 24.4 (2007). 217-21.
Review of Walt Whitman’s Memoranda During the War, Ed. Peter Coviello. Oxford:


Oxford UP, 2006. for The Ambrose Bierce Journal. 2.1 (2006). Web.



Conference/Public Presentations:

“Experiential Philanthropy in Adolescence: Emerging Issues in Research on Pedagogy”


Panel Discussion. 49th Annual ARNOVA Conference. Online. 13 November 2020.
“Walt Whitman’s Southern Sympathies.” Reconstruction at 150 Panel. Midwest MLA


Convention. Cincinnati, OH. 10 November 2017.

“Harriet Beecher Stowe and the American Tract Society’s Civil War.” Reconstruction at

150 Panel. Midwest MLA Convention. St Louis, MO. 11 November 2016.

“Historical Evidence and the Case of Lincoln’s Chair: Material and Civil War Memory.”


The Civil War at 150 Panel. Midwest MLA Convention. Columbus, OH.


14 November 2015.

“Nostalgia and the Dystopia of History in Bioshock Infinite.” Midwest Conference on


Utopian Studies. Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN. 20 March 2015.
“ ‘One brief flash of lightning-illumination’: Whitman, Lincoln, and Drum-Taps.”
11th Annual Flair Symposium: “Cultural Life During Wartime, 1861-1865.” Ransom Center, University of Texas, Austin. 19 September 2014.  
“ ‘The ‘need of means additional’: Walt Whitman, the Civil War, and American

Literary Philanthropy.” The Civil War at 150 Panel. Midwest MLA Convention. 

Milwaukee, WI. 9 November 2013.

“ ‘What an immense good a few shillings even will do’: Walt Whitman’s Direct Mail


Campaign.” Hospitals and Soldiers: Whitman Panel. Melville Society’s Ninth 


International Conference, “Melville and Whitman in Washington.” Washington, 

D.C. 5 June 2013.

“Sarah B. Cooper’s Southern Civil War: ‘Brave Mrs. Lyle,’ the Fractured Home

Front, and the Reunited Nation.” Delivered with David M. Owens. Imagining 

Reconciliations. Panel. Tenth Biennial Conference of the Constance Fenimore

Woolson Society. Columbus, GA. 22 February 2013.

“Realism and Regionalism in the Civil War Writing of The Overland Monthly.”

Delivered with David M. Owens. Civil War Panel.  Midwest MLA Convention.

Cincinnati, OH. 9 November 2012.
“The Last Campaign of John Brown’s Body: The American Literary Canon, West
Point, and the Forgotten ‘Civil War Epic.’” Delivered with David M. Owens. 

Camp Tippecanoe Civil War Round Table in West Lafayette, IN. 13 December

2011.

“Benevolent Surveillance: Representations of Philanthropy in Early Nineteenth-
Century Tract Narratives.” Visiting Scholar Talk.  American Antiquarian Society. 
Worcester, MA. 13 September 2011.

“De-anthologizing Ambrose Bierce: A New Look at ‘What I Saw of Shiloh.’”
Delivered with David M. Owens. Civil War Panel.  Midwest MLA Convention.
Chicago, IL. 6 Nov. 2010.


“(Dis)Figuring Valley Beautiful: Sidney Lanier’s Tiger-Lilies and the Treacherous
 

Southern Landscape.”  Civil War: American Vortex in Print Panel.  Midwest



MLA Convention. St. Louis, MO.  14 Nov. 2009.
“Literary Studies and the Challenges and Opportunities in Text-Based Public

Dialogue.” Beyond the Academy: Engaging Public Life Conference. Arlington

Campus of George Mason University, Arlington, VA. 10 June 2008.

“Imagining Sites of Memory in the Post-Civil War South: The National Cemetery in

Constance Fenimore Woolson’s “Rodman the Keeper.” Look Awry! The Post-Confederate South and Civil War Cultural Memory Panel.  123rd MLA Annual Convention. Chicago, IL. 30 December 2007.

“Woolson, History, and Sites of Memory in ‘Old Gardiston’ and ‘Rodman the
Keeper.’” Writing the Civil War Panel.  Seventh Biennial Conference of the
Constance Fenimore Woolson Society.  Savannah, GA.  2 Feb. 2007.

“Harriet Beecher Stowe and the Pink and White Tyranny of Authorship.” Printing
Women: Representation and Popular Female Authorship Panel.  Midwest MLA
Convention. Chicago, IL.  10 November 2006.

“Reconstruction ‘By the Roadside’: Walt Whitman’s Poetic (Re)Awakening.” A
 
Popular Reconstruction: Imagining Reunion in Post-Civil War American 
Literature Panel.  Midwest MLA Convention.  Chicago, IL.  11 November 2006.

“John W. De Forest’s Miss Ravenel’s Conversion and the Limits of Sentimental 
Citizenship.” Heart and Minds: The South in American Civil War Literature
Panel. Midwest MLA Convention.  Milwaukee, WI.  12 November 2005.

“Degrees of American Literature: Oxford Honorary Degrees and Nineteenth-Century

American Authors.”  Honors, Ethics, and the University in American Letters
Panel. Midwest MLA Convention.  Chicago, IL.  7 November 2003.  

Roundtable Discussion: Copyright and the Construction of Nineteenth-Century
American Authorship and Literature.  Joel Myerson, Chair.  Thirteenth Annual
American Literature Association Conference.  Long Beach, CA.  31 May 2002. 

“Dred and Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Problem with Literary Property Rights.”
Translating Piracy: Literary Property and Authorship in Nineteenth-Century
America Panel. Midwest MLA Convention.  Cleveland, OH. 2 November 2001.

“James Fenimore Cooper and ‘mere articles of trade’: Literary Property, Copyright, 


and Democracy.” James Fenimore Cooper Society Panel.  Twelfth Annual


American Literature Association Conference.  Cambridge, MA. 27 May 2001.

Citations and Awards


Sunshine Lady Foundation/Learning by Giving Foundation. 2009-Present. (Provides 

funds annually to my course Traditions of Giving and Serving in American Life


for students to make significant contributions to area non-profits. As of 2021, $115,500


has been awarded.)

Finalist, Valparaiso University Excellence in Teaching Award, 2019.

Finalist, Alumni Association Distinguished Teaching Award, Valparaiso University. 2015.


Valparaiso University Research Professorship for 2011-2012.


Visiting Scholar, American Antiquarian Society, Fall 2011.


Finalist, Caterpillar Teaching Award. (University-wide) Valparaiso University. 2009, 2010,



2011.


Valparaiso University Research Professorship for 2007-2008.
 
Isaiah Thomas Stipend, American Antiquarian Society. 2007.


Summer Research Fellowship.  Valparaiso University.  2006.
Panelist/Reviewer/Referee

National Endowment for the Humanities

Ashgate Press

University of Iowa Press

University of Mississippi Press

American Literary History

PMLA

Journal of the Midwest MLA

Studies in American Fiction

Poetics

Oxford Bibliographies in American Literature

Book History
ESQ: The Journal of Nineteenth-Century American Literature

Nineteenth-Century Contexts

New England Quarterly
Service

Leadership Team, “A Call to Action,” Valparaiso University. Summer 2015-Spring

2019. One million dollar grant from the Lilly Foundation to improve career readiness for Humanities and Social Sciences students, boost college graduation rates, and reduce “brain drain.”
Co-founder and Academic Advisor, Minor in Philanthropic Leadership and Service, 


Valparaiso University. Fall 2012-Spring 2020.
Member, Creative Work and Research Committee, Valparaiso University. Fall 2013

-Spring 2019. Evaluate grant proposals and award student and faculty research grants, including University research professorships and summer fellowships.

Member, Curriculum Committee. College of Arts and Sciences. Valparaiso University.

Fall 2017-Present. Reviews and evaluates proposed changes to undergraduate
Curriculum.

CAPS (Calling and Purpose in Society) Fellowship Advisory Committee, Valparaiso

University. Fall 2013-Present. Evaluate and recommend candidates for the CAPS
Fellowship, a summer internship program run through the Institute for Leadership
and Service.

Faculty Advisory Committee, Learning by Giving Foundation. Spring 2017-Present.


Develop policies and procedures for on-boarding new schools into the Learning


By Giving program. Consult with current Learning by Giving instructors.

Board of Directors, The Caring Place, Inc., Valparaiso, IN. January-September 2020.


Non-profit organization providing shelter, legal aid, and counseling for victims of 


domestic violence and their children.
Board of Directors, PACT, Inc., Valparaiso, IN. January 2015-Fall 2019. Non-profit
organization offering alternatives to incarceration, including day-monitoring and
community service restitution, and a number of programs for criminal offenders and
victims. 
Membership in Professional Organizations
Modern Language Association
Midwest Modern Language Association

James Fenimore Cooper Society

Constance Fenimore Woolson Society
